Surgical perfection at its best
Talking instruments and plastic surgery procedures with Dr. Jordan Deschamps-Braly,
one of the most uniquely and broadly trained plastic surgeons in the world, as well as a
true STILLE Ambassador.
Dr. Jordan Deschamps-Braly is a leading plastic
surgeon with offices in San Francisco conducting
specialized facial aesthetic, craniofacial and
orthognathic surgery. In this interview Dr.
Deschamps-Braly talks about his experiences
with the STILLE instruments that he uses as part
of his practice.
Dr. Deschamps-Braly, what do you appreciate most
by using STILLE instruments?
I appreciate that they are so light in my hand. They
don’t just seem lighter and sharper than other
instruments, they just are. I do most of my work
at the scissors tips and I don’t want a scissor that
chews on the tissue, that’s a key element in creating
perfection. Using other scissors, I have noticed that
they compensate somehow by overly forcing the
blade crossover, and in the process of doing this you
get a lot of resistance and grind at the tips. This is a
key element to avoid and you never get that with a
STILLE scissor.
How would you describe STILLE to another
Surgeon?
I would use the word “Boutique” or “Boutique-y”,
meaning a highly specialized and high quality
manufacturer. When you perform a procedure
where the feel and enhanced performance of the
instrument is important to you and the results for
your patient, STILLE is your go-to instrument. In my
experience, instruments that provide a more “feeldriven” experience for the surgeon tend to include
forceps, needle drivers, and scissors. Those are
all “feel driven”. They have movement and tactile
feedback in a different way than a static instrument
does.
What are the clinical advantages of using STILLE
instruments?
It decreases the surgeon’s fatigue. Holding a lighter
instrument that requires less force when dissecting
tissue is a key element to success. I think fatigue
and frustration are two things that a great surgical
instrument removes. Good instruments can’t make
a surgeon good, but they can definitely make a good
surgeon’s life easier. Fatigue and frustration are two
things that quality instruments, such as STILLE’s,
sure can help to minimize. If you do not have a

scissor that cuts properly it is very frustrating when
trying to accurately inset the skin flaps on a facelift
along the edge of the ear. If the scissor does not cut
properly it can chew on tissue, it can destroy a good
flap, and it can be frustrating at the end of a long
day when you are 6 hours into an operation. The
last thing you need is more frustration because your
instruments are not doing their job.
Do you see any benefits to patients by using STILLE
instruments?
Well, a happy surgeon leads to a happy patient! If
a case is shorter and the surgeon is more focused
on the operation than his malfunctioning or low
quality instruments, I’d say you perform better and
create better results. The instrument is not the
make-it-or-break-it for the patient, but a happier
and more comfortable surgeon will create better
results. If you get frustrated halfway through the
case because instruments are not optimal for the
task, then things can go downhill very fast. It’s all
about fatigue and frustration, and anything you can
do to keep a surgeon sharp is always good.
How do you justify the investment in a STILLE
instrument?
Good question, I justify it as a long term investment.
Getting tactile feedback from the hand as you cut is
worth the money to me. But it may not be worth it to
everybody. An investment in a STILLE instrument is
an investment that will last throughout your career.
You should never compare a STILLE instrument
with a standard $50 instrument. For a surgeon
whose accuracy in dissection is important, a quality
instrument is definitely worth the investment.
So how do you get STILLE instruments to the trays?
I’m an active surgeon. I do surgery at the California
Pacific Med Center as well as the Children’s hospital
of Oakland. At my center, I made the personal
decision to fill the trays I use with STILLE. When I
head out for surgery at hospitals, I take my own face
and eyelid set with me to procedures. I drag it with
me, and yes it is a pain to do, but I have tight control
of what I use. The OR staff notices that enhanced
level of attention by the surgeon to the details that
go into a good surgical outcome, and they respond
accordingly.

About Dr. Deschamps-Braly
“We are fanatical about the details and how we
care for patients. Understanding our patient’s
expectations and exceeding them in every way
is how we have made our name.”
Dr. Deschamps-Braly is a native of
Oklahoma who graduated summa cum laude
from the University of Oklahoma Honors
College. He did his initial training in General and
Plastic Surgery at the University of Oklahoma.
After his initial training Dr. Deschamps-Braly
trained in Craniofacial Surgery at Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin.
Following this, Dr. Deschamps-Braly
moved to Paris for a formal fellowship with
Drs. Marchac and Arnaud at Hôpital Necker
Enfants Malades and various private aesthetic
surgical facilities. Paris was the birthplace of
craniofacial surgery, and along with this training
Dr. Deschamps-Braly obtained very extensive
experience in facial aesthetic surgery including
a high volume of repeat facial surgery patients
who presented a more complex scenario.
Dr. Deschamps-Braly then traveled to
Zürich, Switzerland for a fellowship with
Professor Obwegeser at the University Hospital
Zürich in the Craniomaxillofacial Department.
There he was trained in facial skeletal analysis
and various techniques of upper and lower jaw
surgery, craniofacial surgery, and aesthetic
facial skeletal surgery. Zürich is one of the
highest volume and leading edge centers for
this type of surgery anywhere on the planet. Dr
Deschamps-Braly has been in private practice in
San Francisco, CA since that time.
Dr. Deschamps-Braly’s diverse training
brings together a world of experience in the
service of our patients. It allows for a broader
range of options and techniques to address
various problems, and it allows us to better treat
our patients, whether it be restoring a youthful
face or restoring the face of a child or young
adult with congenital deformity.
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